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Pastor  

Mary Fiel 

prmaryfiel@gmail.com 

507.525.3909 

 

Secretary 

Wendy Dawn Bengtson 

Salemlutheranchurchdalbo 

@gmail.com 

 

Financial Secretary 

Cathy Koolmo 

slcdalbo@gmail.com 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

President-Suzanne Hulett 

     Fellowship & Discipleship 

 

Vice Pres - Keith Engstrom 

     Stewardship 

 

Secretary - Beverly Ramey 

    Fellowship & Discipleship 

 

Education & Youth - Wendy 

 Linder 

 

Property - David Lundin 

                  Jesse Johnson 

 

Youth - Brenna Johnson 

 

Worship 

     & Music - Donovan Erickson 

 

OPEN POSITION AVAILABLE 

(See Council Member if you are 

interested.) 

 

 

Non-Council Member 

Kristy Johnson-Interim Council 
Treasurer 

 

Greetings! 
 

 Have you ever been thankful for something negative happening to you? I’m sure 
in the moment you weren’t thankful for what you were enduring, but as you look 
back on that time you can see some positives to the situation. As you might           
remember, I’m not a huge fan of the theology that “everything happens for a        
reason” or that “God is the puppet-master of everything that happens to us.” So I’m 
not saying that bad things happen to us IN ORDER THAT we must learn something or 
see some sort of blessing out of everything that occurred. BUT I am saying that after 
reflection on difficult times, there is a chance that a spark of joy or inspiration might 
come out of a stressful or traumatic experience. 
 I think it’s a healthy thing to try and find the silver lining in a bad situation. If we 
can only see the despair, it becomes difficult to swim our way out of the drowning 
we may be experiencing. All of this is to say I’ve been doing a lot of reflecting lately, 
and I’ve come to be thankful I was diagnosed with anxiety last year. Now again, at 
the time of diagnosis, I was NOT thankful. I felt like I was drowning and I couldn’t 
catch my breath. But as I see the progress I have made through time in therapy, I am 
grateful it sparked a need for change in my life. 
 Without experiencing such a stressful time, I don’t think I ever would have 
healed my heart and mind, which led to a path of healing for my body as well. I have 
also wondered if it was also a benefit that I had been in therapy for a couple of 
months before the request was proposed for us to become foster parents. I honestly 
don’t think I would have been able to say “yes” to the opportunity so confidently if I 
hadn’t already been working on my mental and emotional health. In that way, I am 
thankful that I was at a good place in order to accept that opportunity.   
 And looking back even further, it was due to a stressful time in my first call in 
ministry that I ended up here at Salem and Siloa. Believe me, I was not thankful I had 
to endure what I did at the very start of my ministry, but I’m definitely thankful that 
it led me here to this call and you fine people in Maple Ridge Township. :) 
 What hardships have you been thankful for in your own life? What experiences 
have led you to reflect and grow? Not every hard experience will lead to gratitude, 
but many will. I encourage you to take a look at your life in recent years and do 
some reflecting on your own. In this season of Thanksgiving, let us look to have grati-
tude for our life experiences, good and bad.  Our experiences just might help others 
when they are in a time of need. This is one way we can share in the priesthood of 
all believers - everyone has the opportunity to give pastoral care in their own way! 
 As you gather with your family and friends this holiday season, maybe bring this 
topic up for discussion if you think the conversation would be appropriate. See what 
other experiences you can hear from those around you. It takes vulnerability to 
share, but it can bring people closer together as you learn more about others and 
what they are thankful for. 

    November, 2023 
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6:30-7:30 PM 

DATE 
GREETERS & USHERS 

 
LAY READER 

 

COMMUNION  
ASST 

ALTAR GUILD ALCOLYTES 

Nov 5 Wendy & Olivia Linder Roxanne Carlson Suzanne Hulett Alaina Norby Juliana Linder 

Nov 12 Don & Gayle Erickson DeeDee Johnson Suzanne Hulett Annie Johnson David Torkelson 

Nov 19 Ken & Sharon Erickson Suzanne Hulett Suzanne Hulett Shirley Illg Sophia Jensrud 

Nov 26 Bob & Nola Smith TBD Suzanne Hulett Alaina Norby TBD 

We lift up in prayer: 
 

We hold up  Lisa Gardner, Lucille Asmund, Todd Boser  
in special prayers this month.  

Finance Information 

Month Month 
Budgeted 

Giving Monthly 
Difference  

Year to 
Date 

 1st Quarter   + $1,901 

 2nd Quarter   +$3,934 

July $8,663 $6,902 -$2,037 +$1,897 

Aug $8,663 $7,409 -$1254 +643 

Sept $8,663    

COMMENTS:   

All kids  
ages 3-Grade 6 

6:15-7:30 PM 

Kid-Friendly FAMILY Meal provided at 5:30 on November 1st and 15th 

See you there! 

Youth Ministry night is on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of most months.   



3 

 

November 29th  
at 6:30 PM 

 

Let’s decorate the 
church! 

Saturday, December 9th 

The Salem Lutheran Youth Gathering Group will offer their 
gift wrapping service for a small fee to help start            

fundraising for their trip to New Orleans next year. 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
4638 381st Ave NW 
Dalbo, MN 55017 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: www.salemlutherandalbo.com 
Facebook:Salem Lutheran Church Dalbo  

Set office hours: 
 

Wendy, Church Secretary 
Wednesdays from 4pm—6pm 

 

Doors may be locked, simply call or knock and 

she will unlock the door for you. 
If you need access to church outside of these 

hours, please call 763.286.6845. 

 

Pastor Mary can meet with you via appoint-

ment.  Please call her at 507.525.3909 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 24th at 10:30 AM-Salem 
 4:00 PM-Siloa 
 6:00 PM-Salem 
Julotta/Dec 25th 6:00 AM-Salem 

Join Siloa as they host a paint 
class on Saturday,  
November 11th from  
10:00-12:30.  Cost is $35.00. 
 
Please let Wendy Dawn 
(763.286.6845) know if you 
are interested.  You can also 
register by going to Siloa’s 
Facebook Page/Events. 
 
Payment is required by Nov 
4th. 


