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Greetings!

As we wrap up the summer and work our way further into the second half of the year, |
figured it would be a good time to remind people about our Shalom Community Assistance
Fund. I’'m thankful for all the folks who volunteer their time at the Shalom Shop in Cambridge
under Salem and Siloa’s name and help to earn funds to help give back in our communities.
They have worked hard, month in and month out, and we have a substantial fund built up at
this point to help folks with their basic needs.

I’'m not sure whether to be pleased that we haven’t received many applications for assis-
tance, or feel disappointed by that fact because | know there are so many people who are
struggling with their daily living expenses and could be helped by this fund. | mention in con-
versations when | can to keep ears and eyes open for people who could benefit from this
program and encourage them to apply.

We all live in different parts of the county and have different social groups we associate
with, there should be a large reach and we could bless so many people who are struggling. A
few months ago | sent out a letter to many of our Dalbo neighbors and did receive some ap-
plications in return, and we were able to assist those folks with some really important bills
and expenses. | would rather see the funds be used rather than sitting in the bank account!

I also encourage members of our congregations to apply as necessary as well - this fund
is to help ANYONE who is residing in Isanti County who needs assistance with funding their
living expenses. | would love to support our members who are in need as well. Some exam-
ples of how we have given back to our community include food and gas gift cards, paying
toward monthly rent or mortgage payment, paying on a medical bill, purchasing propane so
tanks can be filled in the winter, as well as gift cards for clothing and school supplies.

There may also be other ways that we can use these funds within our county to support
people that we haven’t thought of yet. Organizations or non-profits that help to feed and
house residents of Isanti County. If you know of any of these opportunities, let me know as
well! Worst case scenario is our committee meets and says no, that particular request
doesn’t fit in the parameters of what the fund is used for. Who knows what sort of ways that
we can continue to be a blessing in our communities!

| pray you have been having a wonderful summer - | had a refreshing vacation up north
with my family and | have been so blessed by all the folks who have come on our county park
walks this summer! They have truly been multi-generational events and we’ve had double
digit attendance at every walk so far, which is simply amazing. | love seeing members from
each church not only getting to know one another more, but also that they are inviting
friends to come on the walks too - the more the merrier!

If you have been traveling a lot during these summer months, know that we have missed
you and can’t wait for you to get back to your normal schedule and join us in worship once
again. Before we know it school will be back in session, which will mean Sunday School, Con-
firmation, Sparks, and Youth Group ramping back up again. So if you have kids in one of
those age groups, stay tuned for more information about when those particular events will
be starting!

PeMaey-




SN YOQ? We lift up in prayer:
&
% g We hold up Todd Boser, Luther Carlson and Beverly Ramey
@» N g@ in special prayers this month.
Finance Information
Month Month Giving Monthly Year to COMMENTS: The summer dip/drop
Budgeted Difference Date in giving shows this month. Please
consider mailing your donations or
Ist Quarter +$1,901 | |sign up for electronic giving through
- Vanco. (Authorization forms availa-
April $8,663 $8,572 =1 81,810 ble in the file outside of the office
May $8,663 $12,548 $3,885 $5,695| |door.)
June $8,663 $6,902 -$1,761 $3,934

August 1—Swamp Dogs vs. South Isanti Baptist at Sandquist Field #1
Souls vs. Salem Saints at Salem
August 8—Swamp Dogs vs. First Baptist Church of Cambridge @ Sandquist Field 2

North Isanti Baptist Church vs. Salem Saints @ Salem

ftba// Year end tournament weekend is August 11-13
At the time of this printing the Swamp Dogs were number 1 in Division #2 and the
Saints were number 1 in Division #3

» o< |santi
County
Parks

August 3rd-Springvale County Park
August 17th-Becklin Homestead County Park

o RSN Nt
L2 (7//,«;‘%
DATE GREETERS & USHERS LAY READER COMMUNION ALTAR GUILD
Aug 6 TBD Bev Ramey Bev Ramey Alaina Norby
Aug 13 TBD Keith Engstrom Keith Engstrom Shirley Illg
Aug 20 TBD Suzanne Hulett David Lundin Annie Johnson
Aug 27 TBD Jesse Johnson Jesse Johnson Annie Johnson
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‘ Ruby’s Panty is for EVERYONE!
(i{llby o Do you love to eat great food — then what are you waiting for? For only
$25 contribution you will receive an abundance of food. Simply line up as

pA N T RY directed, open your trunk and the food is placed right in your vehicle! You
may pickup food bundles at more than one location each month.

OUR MISSION
To activate people in being alert to the needs of others and to be proactive in encouraging faith, showing
friendship and meeting tangible needs of neighbors, friends and strangers regardless of race, religion or ethnic-

ity.

WHAT IS RUBY’S PANTRY?
As hundreds of people gather in churches or other locations, they have one thing in common. They are
gathering to get food at a Ruby’s Pop-Up Pantry.

Ruth’s Pantry is for ANYONE that eats! There is no income or residency requirement and Ruby’s Pantry is
for anyone looking to extend their monthly grocery budget. Each guest donates at $25 donation and receives
an abundance of grocery items. Ruby’s Pantry is not government funded and is a 501.3 C3. Each donation is
used to cover operational costs like trucking, gas, and warehouse staff. All of the food is donated by corporate
food donors making it possible to reach more families each month at locations across Minnesota, Wisconsin,
North Dakota and Iowa.

There are MANY distribution sites in Minnesota and Wisconsin! Locally, we have one in Isanti and North
Branch.

ISANTI, MN

Next Pop-Up Panty is Saturday August 19, 2023

114 Dahlin Avenue NE, Isanti, MN

DAYS AND HOURS

3rd Saturday of the Month

Registration begins at 7:30 AM. Food bundles available 9:00-11:00 AM
Hosted by New Hope Community Church

NORTH BRANCH, MN

Next Pop-Up Panty is Saturday August 12, 2023

4359 392nd St, North Branch, MN

DAYS AND HOURS

2nd Saturday of the Month

Registration begins at 9:30 AM. Food bundles available 10:00-11:30 AM
Hosted by Access Church

Rather than registering in person at the above times prior to the distribution of the food bundles you can setup
an account on which you will schedule your pickup time and make an on-line payment. There is a $1 charge
for doing this. Simply go to www.rubyspantry.org
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Salem Lutheran Council Minutes 3

August 1 1:30 pm Stewardship Committee Meeting
August 9 6 pm Church Council meeting & Potluck Supper

Respectfully Submitted,

Beverly Ramey
Council Secretary

We are all God’s children reflecting His Love

** non-council member but council treasurer

The scheduled July Council meeting did not have a quorum and therefore, there will be no minutes.
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Salem Lutheran Church

We are all God'
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