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Greetings! 
 
 This month’s newsletter article will be a bit different from others that I’ve written in the past. 
Usually I tend to write about new sermon series or other topics related to the ministries of Salem 
and Siloa. But this month I want to address a topic that I have heard in congregation conversa-
tions in recent months. Therefore this message will be more about theology than ministry, and I 
pray you have an open mind about what I share. By no means am I requiring you to share this 
same theology as me, but I don’t doubt that it will lead to some possible discernment on the top-
ic. 
 It is no secret that we have a number of families in our congregations dealing with some real-
ly horrible news and situations recently. Whether that is directly in their immediate family or ex-
tended family members or friends. I will admit that Good Friday felt especially heavy for me this 
year knowing what was laying heavily on the hearts of my parishioners. While discussing the 
heartbreaking news we have been receiving lately, many people have been discussing God’s role, 
or lack thereof, in these situations. 
 For whatever reason, our contemporary American theology has decided that “everything 
happens for a reason” and God is in control of it all - good and bad. And I think that is where some 
of these conversations are stemming from. However, I would argue that while God IS sovereign, 
what God orchestrates and allows is meaningful, significant, and purposeful. Or in simple terms, I 
personally believe that God ONLY produces life and love. Anything that is not life and love is not of 
God. 
 So if it’s not of God, where does it come from? (We always want someone or something to 
blame, right?) I would argue that anything that is not life and love is of the devil and a result of 
our sinful world. I refuse to believe that our loving and gracious God is a God of disease, racism, 
terror, and the like. Some of these things are a result of our God-given free will, where we find 
ourselves with consequences that are based on our actions. But random diseases, for example, 
are not in God’s plan. 
 Here’s where I need you to come along the theological ride with me - the devil works REALLY 
hard day in and day out to try and get us to become skeptical of our God. When we discuss “God’s 
motives” in relation to the terrible things that happen in our world, the devil is using us to plant 
skepticism in the minds of those around us (and even our own minds!). How many people have 
you heard of that give up on their faith during really difficult times? Seems like the devil won that 
one. 
 What would happen if during these conversations with family, friends, and neighbors, instead 
of spiraling into the dread of the negative, we look to where we can find the life and love that God 
offers and wants for our world. Instead of letting the devil win the conversation, “look for the 
helpers” as Mr. Rogers would say. Look for the ways that WE can be the love and life that our faith 
hinges on. 
 Sometimes bad things just happen, there doesn’t have to be a lesson to learn from it, or a 
purpose to it. God is not testing you. God wants love and life for you. How can you be inspired in 
this season of resurrection to focus your mind and conversations on love and life as well? I know 
this may be difficult - many of you have spent many decades of your life with a certain theology 
and this is rubbing up against that. We also have many news outlets on all sides of the spectrum 
that want to promote the negative because that is what gets people worked up and ratings soar. 
 Instead of being dragged down in the abyss with the devil, be inspired to channel God’s life 
and love in the world. God offers us a priceless gift of eternal life with God, and that should be our 
focus in the end. The devil works hard to keep us distracted from that resurrection hope. Let’s use 
this growing season ahead of us as a season of growth for ourselves and our communities. How 
different can life be when the focus is on love and life! 

     May, 2023 
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DATE GREETERS &USHERS LAY READER 
COMMUNION  

ASST 
ALTAR GUILD 

May 7 Larry Lindquist Sharon Erickson Wendy Linder Alaina Norby 

May 14 Lyle & Pam Erickson Keith Engstrom Wendy Linder Shirley Illg 

May 21 Lyle & Pam Erickson Cindy Johnson Wendy Linder Annie Johnson 

May 28 Roseanna Kollman Ken Erickson Wendy Linder Alaina Norby 

We lift up in prayer: 
 

We hold up Bucky Erickson in special prayers this month.  
 

We also hold the families of Amanda Johnson and  
Wade Engblom up in prayer as their families grieve their loss. 

The last day of SPARK Kids Wednesdays will be on May 17th.  See 
you this summer for Vacation Bible School and this fall for Spark 
Kids Wednesdays (age 3-Grade 6).  Have a great summer!! 

Calling all ladies of the church! 
 

Please wear your hats to church on Mothers’ Day!! 
 

We can’t wait to see your creativity. 

Finance Information 

Monthly 
Budgeted 

Month Giving Monthly 
Difference  

Year to 
Date 

$8,663 January $12,803 + $4,140 + $4,140 

$8,663 February $ 7,523 - $1,140 - $3,000 

$8,663 March $ 7,564 - $1,099 + $1,901 

COMMENTS: 
 
 
UPCOMING LARGE EXPENSES: 
 
First half annual church insurance 
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April Council Minutes Unapproved 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
4638 381st Ave NW 
Dalbo, MN 55017 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: www.salemlutherandalbo.com 
Facebook:Salem Lutheran Church Dalbo  

Set office hours: 
 

Wendy, Church Secretary 
Wednesdays from 4pm—6pm 

 

Doors may be locked, simply call or knock and 

she will unlock the door for you. 
If you need access to church outside of these 

hours, please call 763.286.6845. 

 

Pastor Mary can meet with you via appoint-

ment.  Please call her at 507.525.3909 

Remember, June 4th our 
worship service will change 
to 10:30 AM! 


