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Greetings! 
 
When you’ve been institutions as long as our churches have been 
around, you end up reaching a point where you are so far removed 
from the formation of the churches that you sometimes forget the 
reason for the institution in the first place. A lot has changed in 
Maple Ridge Township in the last nearly 150 years, but what hasn’t 
changed is the purpose of our ministry within our communities. 
But sometimes we need a reminder of what that purpose is from 
time to time. We need to focus on the building blocks that formed 
our ministry together.  
 And that is exactly what we will be doing throughout the 
months of April and May as we celebrate the season after Easter 
and make our way toward Pentecost Sunday. Our Easter sermon 
series is called “Building Blocks” and we will focus on the stories of 
the early church that teach us the fundamentals of faith. I defi-
nitely don’t envy those first Christ followers who had to figure out 
what ministry looked like after Jesus was resurrected. They had to 
make some tough decisions as to what their churches look like and 
how they wanted to do ministry together. But we can learn a lot 
about the basics of faith by digging into the stories of the early 
church.  
 During the Great Fifty Days, the texts include both stores we 
expect (“doubting” Thomas) and stories we may overlook (Paul 
preaching in the Areopagus). Some take place chronologically after 
Pentecost, although the season builds toward that event. These 
passages teach valuable fundamentals for a life of faith. What 
commitments are foundational to our Christian identity? We be-
lieve in what we cannot see, experience the resurrected Christ, 
learn to share in community, ask questions as we grow in faith, 
draw connections for those with other beliefs, draw strength from 
shared prayer, and value all who are part of the body of Christ.  
 This has felt like a long winter, considering the amount of snow 
we have been shoveling/ plowing around for months. As Easter ap-
proaches, I’m hoping it starts feeling more like spring and we will 
experience a resurrection moment for creation as well. That’s the 
part of resurrection that we want to forget or gloss over - death. I 
think us Minnesotans appreciate spring and summer so much more 
than other states because we have lived through the “dead” of 
winter. May you also feel reinvigorated in your commitment to 
church as well as we enter into a new season.  
 I look forward to our Easter Sunday worship this year. Please 
invite your friends and family to join us at either church for wor-
ship and breakfast.  
 The schedule for that Sunday is as follows:  
7:00am - Salem Worship followed by breakfast to support the 
  Salem Saints softball team  
7:30am - Breakfast served at Siloa provided by WELCA  
9:00am - Worship at Siloa  

     April, 2023 
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DATE GREETERS &USHERS LAY READER 
COMMUNION  

ASST 
ALTAR GUILD 

Apr 2 Wanda Johnson Special Reader Team Suzanne Hulett Annie Johnson 

April 9 Wanda Johnson Suzanne Hulett Suzanne Hulett Amanda Johnson 

April 16 Steve & Renee Horbul Beverly Ramey Suzanne Hulett Alaina Norby 

April 23 Wanda Johnson Pat Boser Suzanne Hulett Shirley Illg 

April 30 HEALING SERVICE AT SILOA    

We lift up in prayer: 
 

We hold up Luther Carlson, Teddy Carlson, Vonnie Friez, Todd Boser, 
Bucky Erickson, and Amanda Johnson  

in special prayers this week.   

Mark your calendars for some upcoming events: 
 
April 4 @ 1:30 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting 
April 6 @ 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday and First Communion @ Salem 
April 7 @ 7:00 PM Good Friday @ Siloa 
April 9 @ 7:00 AM Easter Worship 
             @ 8:00 AM Easter Breakfast hosted by Saints Softball Teams 
April 12 @ 6:00 PM Council meeting 
April 28 & 29 Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly 
April 30th @ 10:30 Healing Service at Siloa 
May 7th @ 9:00 AM Confirmation 
June begins our new worship time of 10:30 AM 

Siloa invites you to a Salad Luncheon (free-will offering), 
a Mini-Marketplace with homemade goods and crafts for 
sale, as well as a silent auction of gift baskets.  
 

This will be held after church on Sunday, April 30th 
which is the Healing Service at Siloa. 
 
We hope to see you there! 
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 The Stewardship Committee would like to thank all of you who have filled out one or 
both of our stewardship campaign surveys in the last couple of months. The information 
has been very insightful to the committee and we look forward to seeing how we can uti-
lize the responses moving forward. We know that by filling out those surveys you are being 
vulnerable sharing your gifts of time, talents, and treasures with our committee, and we 
truly appreciate this feedback. 
 
 We were especially encouraged to see the results from the anonymous financial stew-
ardship letter. Not all households have submitted their responses; however, from what we 
have received, we are looking at a potential of roughly $13,000 increase to our giving for 
this next year. As you know if you read the letter, we challenged households to give a mini-
mal amount more per day of the month than what they were already giving, and it’s easy 
to see how quickly a little can add up to a lot. 
 
 Our committee also realized that there are some significant people missing in regards to 
our stewardship survey which was handed out around annual meeting time. If you have 
not yet filled out a survey for yourself, please utilize the one included in this newsletter and 
leave them in the box hanging outside of Pastor Mary’s office. There are also copies availa-
ble on the table outside of the sanctuary as well. Thanks again for all of the ways you con-
tribute to the ministry here at Salem! 
    
   —The Stewardship Committee 
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Annual One Pitch  
Softball Tournament 

 
Saturday, April 29th 

 
Beginning at 8:00 AM 

 
There will be concessions 

available as well. 
 

Come and support our teams! 
 

Will be rescheduled to May 6 if 
inclement weather. 

 
Check our Facebook page. 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
4638 381st Ave NW 
Dalbo, MN 55017 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: www.salemlutherandalbo.com 
Facebook:Salem Lutheran Church Dalbo  

Set office hours: 
 

Wendy, Church Secretary 
Wednesdays from 4pm—6pm 

 

Doors may be locked, simply call or knock and 

she will unlock the door for you. 
If you need access to church outside of these 

hours, please call 763.286.6845. 

 

Pastor Mary can meet with you via appoint-

ment.  Please call her at 507.525.3909 

Apr 6 Maundy Thursday 
& First Communion @ 
7PM 

Salem 

Apr 7-Good Friday @ 
7PM 

Siloa 

April 9-Easter 
 
Breakfast-hosted by Sa-
lem Softball Teams 

7:00 AM 
 
8:00 AM 


